EEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION R2-3
WASHIHGTON, D4 Ided

Jume 12, 1997

Carmen Belefonte, Treasurer
Association of Trial Lewyers of America
Political Action Commitiee

1050 31t Streat, NW

Washington, DC 20007

Identification Number: COHX)24521

Reference: Cretober Quarterly (6/1/96-9/30/96) and Amended 12 Day Pre-General
(10/1/96-10/16/36 dated 11/25/96) Reports

Drear Ms. Belefonte:

On Bay 21, 1997 you were notified that a review of the above-referenced reportis)
raised questions as to specific contributions and/or expenditures, and the reporting of
¢ertain information required by the Federal Election Campaign Act.

Your June 3, 1997 response is incomplete because you have not provided all the
requested information. For this response to be considered adequate, the following
information is still required.

-Schedule B of your report discloses contributions which appear to exceed
the limits set forth in the Act {(copies attached). Your response states that the
following local party committees are independently run, controlled and
financed, and are, therefore, separate from the Texas State Democratic
Party: Tarrant County Democratic Party, Bexar County Democratic Party,
Dallas County Democratic Party, Galveston County Democratic Party,
Harris County Democratic Party, Jeffersen County Democratic Party and
Travis County Democratic Party. You therefors feel i was proper to make a
$5000 contribution to each. Please note that local party committees within a
state are presumed to be affiliated with the state party committee and
therefore considered affiliated with each other, thue sharing the contribution
limit for one political commiitee. A local party committee may be
considered independent of the stete party committee if it can meet certain
standards. See 11 CFR 110.3(b)3XD) and (ii). If these local patty
commiices feel they are not affiliated, they should submit an Advisory




Opinion Request to the Commission. To correct the excessive contributions
mads by your committee, you should notify the recipient commitiee(s) and
request a refund of the amount(s) in excess of SN,

If this information is not received by the Commission within fifteen {15) days from
the date of this notice, the Commission may choose to initiate audit or legal enforcement
action.

If you should heve any questions related to this matter, please contact Edward
Ryan on our toll-free number (200) 424-953C¢ or our local number (202) 219-3580.

Sincerely,

O}

/ John D, Gibson

Assistant Staff Dhrector
Reports Analysis Division
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